The FastFacts Math Challenge
Girls and boys, what might happen if you take on The Math Facts Challenge?
1) You will likely master these facts. Even if you have had difficulty with math facts in the past, expect to
succeed. It may be a struggle at first. Welcome the struggle. Know that you will get better.
2) Learning these facts is not easy. Doing something difficult will make you stronger. Your success will
give you confidence to take on other challenges.
3) You can use the same approach you learn here, to get better at any sport, dance, martial arts, etc.
Knowing how to practice well, how to focus and, how to persist makes life better. See for yourself.

What a practice habit looks like.
Sarah finishes dinner. She clears her dishes and
gets her study tools. She takes three calming
breaths, and gets focused. She will practice for
five minutes.

You can do this!
Prove something to your teacher. Prove
something to your parents. Most of all, prove
something to yourself. You have what it takes to
practice, get better and succeed!

First, she practices with eight facts. She answers
each fact, and then repeats the process two more
times. Next she reviews the facts she has already
learned. She answers each fact once. She marks
the date and time on her progress chart. She puts
her study tools away.

Look at the chart below. When you are
confident that you know a fact, move it from
Active to Review. The day will come when all of
the facts will be in the Review box.

Every day Sarah gets better at focusing. Every day
she gets more confident. Every day practice gets
easier. Every day Sarah makes progress.

Remaining
2x2
2x3
2x4
2x5
2x6
2x7
2x8
2x9
3x3

3x4
3x5
3x6
3x7
3x8
3x9
4x4
4x5
4x6

4x7
4x8
4x9
5x5
5x6
5x7
5x8
5x9
6x6

6x7
6x8
6x9
7x7
7x8
7x9
8x8
8x9
9x9

Imagine how good it will feel to know every one
of these facts as well as you know 2 +2 = 4.

Active Eight
2x2
2x3
2x4
2x5

Review

2x6
2x7
2x8
2x9
Need more practice

Progress towards a goal.
• When you know a fact really well, move it from Active to Review.
• Replace it with a fact from Remaining. Your Active list should always have eight facts.
• If you miss a fact during review, and you think you need more practice, move it from Review to Active.
* If you think that you know most of these facts well, put them all in Review. If you miss any, practice the
ones you missed.

Using FastFacts Math (iPhone/iPad)
Enter
Your
Name

Tap on Add

Type Name.
Tap Enter.

Tap Back

Tap on User Names

Create
Two
Lists

Tap on Add List
Tap on User Names

Enter a name.
Tap OK.
Choose facts.
Tap on Save.

Create one list with the first eight facts. Name it Active 8. See the chart on page one.
Create a second list with no facts. Name it Review. You add facts to this list as you learn them.
When practicing, never count. Look at the fact, make a decision and act.
1) If you think you know the fact, answer without hesitation.
If your answer is not correct, tap Back of the Card. Think.
Incorrect answers are part of effective practice. Stay focused.
2) If you do not know the answer right away, stay calm and focused.
Look at the Hints Chart. Print it from the library at studysmart.com.
If nothing comes to mind, check the answer, and take a moment to think.
When testing, never count.
The goal of testing is to see if you know the facts.
When using FastFacts to practice, choose these options:
Multiple Choice: Start with Multiple Choice. Later switch to Exact Answer.
Speed Mode: Off. When you are correct, a correct screen appears.
Seconds to Answer: Off. When practicing, do not be concerned about time.
When using FastFacts to test, choose these options:
Multiple Choice: Start with Multiple Choice. Later switch to Exact Answer.
Speed Mode: On. When you are correct, the next fact appears.
Seconds to Answer: 3. This is plenty of time if you know the facts well.

Back of the Card

Options

To get FastFacts: 1) Search in the app store for FastFacts Math, or 2) Click on the link in the library at studysmart.com

Progress Chart
Write your name in the box below. Post this chart on your fridge.
If you do not have a mentor or study partner, leave, those boxes blank.
Practice with Active 8 facts three times.
Answer facts in Review with a 3-second time limit.
Each day you practice, record the date and other info on the chart.
At the end of the week, record the results of your final review.
Option: Share your final review with teachers and parents using e-mail.
At the end of the week total up your practice minutes. Write it by Total.
Write you practice goals for next week.
Name:

Mentor:

Date

Time

Minutes

April 2

5:15 PM

5

To share your
report, tap on
the icon and
enter an email.

Study Partner:

Facts Placed in Review

From parents.

2+2, 2+3, 2+4

Total:

Final Review of the Week.
At the end of the week, answer all the facts in Review. Record the results below.
How many facts are in Review? _____ What was your time-limit? _____ How many correct? _____

What is your practice goal for next week?
How many days will you practice? _____ How many total minutes? _____
Parent Signature:_______________________________________
Print instructional flashcards and other study tools at The Math Facts Free Resource Library at studysmart.com

